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‘ 12 HASHEM said to Moses, saying: 13 “You shall speak to the Children of Israel, saying:
‘However, y?u must observe My Sabbaths, for it is a sign between Me and you for
. Your generations, to know that I am HASHEM, Who makes you holy. 14 You shall observe the

§abbath, for it is holy to you; its desecrators shall be put to death, for whoever does work on
it, that soul shall be cut off from among its people. 15 For six days work may be done and the

sevepth day is a day of complete

{~

on the Sabbath day shall be put to death.’ —

@‘The Children of Israel shall observe the Sabbath, to ma
for their generations. 17 Between Me and the Children of Israel it is a sign forever that in a six-day
period HASHEM made heaven and .earth, and on the seventh day He rested and was refreshed.”
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E \/ ERY(matzaei Shabbos, there is a prevalent cus- _

tom to mention a few pesukim at the start of the recitation of Havdalah.!

One of these pesukim seems to have very little to do with the theme of

Havdalah, which is a theme of separation between kodesh and chol. It is

the famous verse of, “1p" WMWY TN TN DNy — The Jews had
light and gladness and joy and honor,” which appears in Megillas Esther.?

L)
2&6‘:Ie must try to understand why this verse was instituted into the
Havdalah ceremony and how it relates to the general theme of

separation.

Let us first try to analyze the location of this verse in the Megillah story.
Without knowing its location, we might have guessed that this climac-
tic verse appears at the very end of the narrative, after the Jews had
defended themselves on the thirteenth day of Adar and had emerged
victorious against their enemies.
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: The above-mentioned halachah about not
Shabbos Needs : 5
. allowing a Gentile idolater to walk through
Prwvacy

our “yichud room” applies even more when
it comes to Shabbés. As we mentioned above, in the name of
the Rambérrf m\-]ew is allowed to observe most of the mitz-
vos and will even receive a certain amount of spiritual reward
for doing so. '

 But he may not keep Shabbos. It says that a nonJew
who keeps Shabbos is liable for the death penalty (although,

as Rambam says, this punishment was not meted out by

rest, it is sacred to HASHEM; whoever does work

ke the Sabbath an eternal covenant

2135

A Aesee] :
12-17. The Sabbath. Although the commandment of the
Sabbath was part of the Ten Commandments (20:8), it is
repeated here to caution the nation that the construction of
the Sanctuary does not override the Sabbath; Israel must
observe the Sabbath even while it is fashioning the resting
place of God's glory. This emphatically contradicts those
who claim that the laws of the Sabbath must be pliable
enough to be relaxed for “valid spiritual considerations.”

-‘y’R' Bachya explains that “the Sabbath is the principle of
faith and it is equivalent to all of the commandments, for
through the commandment of the Sabbath one expresses
his belief in the creation of the world, that it was created in
six days and He rested on the seventh. The Sages expound
that Jerusalem was destroyed only because they desecrated
the Sabbath ... and that if Israel would but observe two

Sabbaths, they would be redeemed immediately.”
e
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Sanhedrin). Why is Shabbos off limits for non-Jews? The
Midrash® explains that Shabbos is compared to a king and
queen who are sitting down_together. Whoever passes be-
tween them and disturbs them is deserving of punishment. On
Shabbos, Hashem wishes to spend time alone with His beloved

peopleé Yisrael. He doesn’t want the privacy to be disturbed. /

The greatness of Shabbos requires privacy. A non-Jew
may v not enter Shabbos! Thus we say in the Shabbos morning
prayers: “.0%05 TP R0 WM NN ST 202 WHDN 1 N
FANND A oy SRR 00,097y wows KD el on—You did not
give it, Hashem our God, to the nations of the world, nor did

Yqu, our King, give it as an inheritance to the idol worshippers;

it is not the uncircumcised that dwell in its rest, but it is Yisrael,

Yqur people, that You gave it in love.” Shabbos is not for them.
It’s only for us — with love.

'~ Shabbos is love. Shabbos is a kiss. Shabbos is the rela-
tionship between a Jew and Hashem. And this type of “face to
face” relationship requires privacy, for lgvé ‘cannot be expressed
in the outside world.

If Shabbos is a prison, then it’s a prison like the yichud room.
The kallah, too, cannot escape from the yichud room. Of course,
she can open the door and walk out if she wants. But if she
wants to stay —if she wants it to be yichud —then she is as if
Iocked in. That is the nature of yichud: the door is locked, and
no one goes in or out.

Shabbos is a yichud room—it is just us and Hashem.
We even ask the angels to leave the room, saying | to them
“Tzeis’chem 1'shalom, malachei ha-shalom.” This is because jlzg@gq
Kodesh requires privacy with Hashem.

This privacy we enjoy with Hashem on
Shabbos calls for a different approach to
our practical matters: “Keep Shabbos as if

“All Your Work
. Is Done”

all your work were done "7 On Shabbos, we don't think about

business.

¢ Imagine a chasan entering the yichud room, and as soon as
he sits down, ﬁevlwe?ts out a sigh and says, “Oy, who will pay for
this wedding?”

The kallah says, “Not now. When the time comes, we'll wor-
ry about it, but not now.”

This is WHatLS—hébeS is: a time of privacy. On Shabbos Kodesh

~ we sit down together with Hashem. We eat at the same table
and enjoy His meal. We speak divrei Torah, because divrei Torah
means speaking with Hashem S R
>¥'And what else do we do? Nothing. We just remember that
this is Hashem'’s day. On Shabbos we hardly have the oppor-
tunity to do any mitzvos. Even tefillin, such a beautiful mitz-
vah — where we “bind ourselves” to Shema Yisrael, which is writ-
ten inside — cannot be fulfilled on Shabbos. Neither may we tie
tzitzis to our garment or write a mezuzah for our doorpost.

To engage in mitzvos as usual would be like a chasan and
kallah who are sitting together in the yichud room, and the kallah
picks up a broom and starts sweeping. The chasan says, “That’s
very nice of you, but this is not the right place and time. Now,
let's just sit together.”

—\/ On Shabbos there are no mitzvos. We just dine with Hashem,
dress nicely in His honor, and understand that our relationship
with Him is real and live.
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However, that is not where the verse actually appears. It is found at

the end of the eighth chapter of the Megillah, after King Achashveirosh

allowed Mordechai and Esther to write in the king’s name and with

the king’s seal that the Jews would now have permission to organize
and defend themselves throughout the empire. Immediately after the
message was sent forth by couriers and the edict was distributed in
Shushan, the Megillah states that “Mordechai left the king’s presence
clad in royal apparel of techeiles and white, with a large gold crown and
a robe of fine linen and purple, and the city of Shushan was cheerful
and glad.” The very next verse then exclaims, “The Jews had light and

gladness and joy and honor!” Why were the Jews already so excited at

}th1s point? Although they would now ‘have the opportunity to defend

themselves, they also would possibly have to engage in battle against

large groups of adversaries. Was their jubilant reaction not a bit prema-

ture? Were not their lives still on the line?

It is possible that the answer lies in the fact that the Jews became
overjoyed only once they witnessed Mordechai emerge from the palace
clothed in the king’s royal garments. This display showed the Jewish
People that it was not just that Achashveirosh was allowing the Jews to
defend themselves, but that Mordechai and the Jews were now actu-
ally dlosely allied with the king. The fact that Achashveirosh had given
Mordechai his signet ring and royal apparel was evidence to the Jews

,and to all of the people in the provinces that the king was clearly takggz
sides in the potential battles that were to take place on the thirteenth
of Adar, and that Mordechai and the Jews had now gained special favor
and unique respect in the eyes of the king. This was cause for tremen-
@s hope and optimism.
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The realization that occurred at that turnmg point in the Megzllah was,
of course, much more than just recognition that the Jews had found
favor in Achashveirosh’s eyes. Rather, it was an appreciation that they
were special and beloved in the eyes, so to speak, of the Melech Malchei

Hamelachim, Hakadosh Baruch Hu.* The Jewish People recogmzed d1at\

( what was transpiring with the lowly king down below was a mirror \

1y

The Meshech Chochmah quotes from the midrash that Haman was trying
to highlight this idea of the Jews’ separateness by telling Achashveirosh
t(hat the Jews would not drink wine that was even touched by the king.
While Haman was trying to paint this characteristic of the Jews in a
negative light, we know that this halachah was specifically instituted
by the Sages in order for us to maintain our Havdalah—to prevent

intermarriage and to allow us to remain as a unique nation that stands

effect of what was occurring with their metaphysical relatlonshlp with i -apart from all the others.? We therefore celebrate this recognition by

*\ Hashem up above. The fact that Mordechai went from wearing tattered | Zspeciﬁcally drinking the beverage that highlights our mandate to drink

‘and torn clothing one moment to royal garments the next moment was
so implausible that it could only be explained by understanding the
uniqueness of the Jewish People and their transcendental relationship
with their Father in Heaven. The Jews understood that they are not
similar to the other nations whom Hashem allows to be governed by the
laws of nature. Rather, the Jewish People are the am segulah, Hashem’s
*re\asuted nation, whose fate is determined by their observance of Torah

and mitzvos, and not by the natural laws of the world.

@ The story of Purim itself, then, is rooted in Havdalah. Just as thereis a
complete separation between light and darkness, so too there is a total

dévide between Klal Yisrael and the nations of the world. The midrash ¢

writes that when the verse in Parashas Balak says, “12w? 772% oy 11
awnns X9 0ma11—Behold, it is a nation that will dwell in solitude,” the
yord “behold,” written as }i7 seems somewhat superfluous. However,
there is really an important praise of the Jewish nation that is being
alluded to in this two-letter word. The two letters that comprise the
word }i1 are the letters iTand 3, which are the only two letters in the ones
and tens that cannot combine with any other letter to form either the
number 10 or the number 100. The only way these two letters can form
the complete numbers 10 or 100 is by combining with themselves. This,
continues the midrash, is symbolic of the fact that the Jews are unique
and are to remain separate and apart from all other nations.®

\
\(jRabbi Zelik Epstein explained the connection between Havdalah on

motzaei Shabbos and the verse, “The Jews had light and gladness and joy

and honor,” in a similar vein.” The Gemara in Megillah interprets this

verse to mean that the Jews now had Torah, Yom Tov, bris milah, and te-

manner.® The common denominator between all four of these mitzvos
is that they are all things which separate Klal Yisrael from the rest of the
nations. A non-Jew is forbidden from learning the Oral Torah and also
*must refrain from observing Shabbos and Yom Tov. A bris milah is asign

on one’s body that serves to differentiate between a Jew and a non-Jew.
Tefillin is something that the Gemara says inspires awe and fear in the
eyes of the nations of the world. Therefore, the theme of the exposition
of this verse fits perfectly with the overall theme of Havdalah that we
recite every motzaei Shabbos.

This idea might also be one of the reasons that wine plays such a central

the idea of Havdalah more than wine. We find that the Sages decreed
against drinking wine from non-Jews and that it is not permitted to go
out to socially drink with people from other nations. Wine is therefore
used in any ceremony that signifies separation:

irole on Purim. The Meshech Chochmah writes that nothing emphasizes 3

* InKiddush and Havdalah, to separate Shabbos from the rest of
the days of the week

e Atabris milah, which separates the body of a Jewish male from
that of a non-Jew

* At a Jewish wedding, which designates a specific woman for

marriage and thereby separates her from all other men in the
world

separately, live separately, and maintain separate values and ideals.’® ./

The miracle of Purim helped to bring the Jews to a realization of how
crucial it is to live apart in order to maintain our Torah values and to

prevent the assimilation of non-Jewish values and culture into our
Torah lifestyle. One of the reasons for the original decree against the
Jews was because they became integrated into Persian society to such an
extent as to even derive benefit from the wine party of Achashveirosh.™

Therefore, their rectification and salvation occurred only once they ac-
knowledged their special relationship with Hashem, their relationship
that is based in Torah, Yom Yov, milah, and tefillin. As soon as they saw

o Mordechai wearing the bigdei malchus, they understood that “ONXTw 93

071 09351 211.”2 They recognized that the King of all kings is our Father,
who unconditionally loves us more than anything, and desires nothing
more than our Torah observance and our tefillos.

Hashem does not want for us to become just another nation like
all of the others. Rather, He wants us to be His loyal servants and
to appreciate that it is only by being mavdil ourselves that we can
serve Him purely and loyally. Every motzaei Shabbos, it is not only
the person reciting the Havdalah on behalf of others that declares
this verse of “p” PWW TNNWY TNK 0T 09119, Rather, it is the
cznly verse in the Havdalah service that is called out wﬁpride by the
entire Jewish nation—men, women, and children. As we depart from
Shabbos and enter into the period of chol, we must try to reinforce

’;*vnthm ourselves this critical lesson and praise of “}aw? 7715 0V 111

awnn® X7 0*1221." If we can accomplish that, then we will be able to
feel the true “light and gladness and joy and honor,” just as the Jews
experienced at the time of Purim.
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Y ~‘An.d rested. Therefore the seventh (day) became the “owner” of an additional
« which isan added preparation to attain what God, the Blessed One, intended for him
. regarding the completeness of this world when He said, “unmTa by oK atpy),

s make man in Our image, after Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).
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So it is with Shabbos. Many people have already been
through hundreds of Shabbosos, living in the same house with
HaKadosh Baruch Hu without even realizing He was there.
They were unaware that they were sharing that wonderful one-
ness and unity called Shabbos Kodesh. It never occurred to them

/ what an embrace of kedushah they were receiving. That's why
(\they didn’t take advantage of Shabbos, acquiring for themselves J
the greatness and beauty it has to oﬂ‘sr. They were in the Beis
"~/ HaMikdash and didn't even know it! *
Since a person can keep Shabbos week after week without

knowing what it actually is, our holy Torah tells us, “See that
Hashem gave you the Shabbos.”12
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‘JeLet us bring back this hadar. When Shabbos Kodesh arrives, WX 87277 AYR (x-n° nmw) nawa
 let us feel true Jewish simchah when we pick up a sefer. Let us sy fn ms
learn Torah with desire and enjoyment. The same applies when
we go to shul and have the wonderful opportunity to daven
to Hashem. Let us restore the beauty of Yiddishkeit. And at
the same time, let us reject all that belongs to the low, pitiful
culture that surrounds us. We should feel disgust toward that
which comes from the outside, understanding that it's not what
Hashem intended for us. It's for them — not for us.
{:9’ On Shabbos we enjoy three special meals. We eat more than
during the week, and this is connected to the neshamah yeseiral,
as we mentioned above. What is this all about? It comes to ex-
press our feeling of sweetness and enjoyment from Yiddishkeit!
On Shabbos we don't talk about mesirus nefesh. On the contrary,
we derive immense pleasure from being Jews and having a real,
live relationship with HaKadosh Baruch Hu.
21 Hashem has blessed our generation with unprecedented
aterial abundance, but we still lack happiness. If Shabbos o ( “})
[-" Kodesh doesn’t give us happiness, we go looking for it in oth- ) G
\ er places. Happiness used to be inside — the Jewish home was |
;\fpll of happiness, a Jewish child was full of happiness. People /, - e —
didn’t have to go out looking for happiness. ) DX 7ax ,A0'wn 7V DWNIA ,N0NSI DY No”
We lack simchah because we look for it “out there.” That's 790 N0 ADTUNI TAWA 1571 NINYI ABNDA L
why it seems that “Hadar died,” and the wonderful hadar we (101 ) “nonon 7y DN, eDY
used to have has disappeared.
But Moshe Rabbeinu taught us that the hadar isn’t dead. It
lives on! And we can bring back the true Jewish simchah that
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